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When working in boom or aerial lifts, personal fall arrest system (PFAS) equipment must be configured for use
such that the worker is prevented from going over the edge of the lift (Fall Restraint). The PFAS must never be
rigged for use in Fall Arrest applications when working in boom or aerial lifts, unless the lift is specifically
designed for use as a Fall Arrest anchorage connector.

A variety of connecting equipment is permitted for use in boom or aerial lifts for Fall Restraint applications,
most preferred being an adjustable lanyard of the shortest possible length. However, provided the user is
working in normal work operations from the main platform of the lift, and is not climbing onto the rails or
sides of the lift, Guardian self-retracting lifelines (SRLs) are permitted for use in boom or aerial lifts. This is
because, in the event that the lift is jolted to a degree where the worker would otherwise be ejected from the
platform, the SRL will lock up and prevent the worker from falling, in effect keeping them in Fall Restraint. Due
to the potential for worker misuse, such as climbing on the rail of the lift, as well as how forces (caused by the
SRL locking up) are distributed across the body, it is best practice to always attach the connecting equipment to
the full-body harness dorsal D-ring, as opposed to side, shoulder, or chest D-rings. 

If using an SRL, one rated to Class A per ANSI Z359.14-14 (such as the Diablo SRL) will offer the highest degree
of performance. The SRL may be installed with the housing connected either to the lift or to the worker’s dorsal
D-ring. While Guardian recommends the use of a lanyard or Class A SRL, all Guardian SRLs are approved for use
in boom or aerial lifts, provided all the conditions of this letter are met. Any language included in SRL
instructions or labels regarding restrictions on SRL positioning below the dorsal D-ring or horizontal use do not
apply when the SRL is used in a boom or aerial lift for Fall Restraint applications in the manner described in this
letter. In addition, please note that if intending to work in Fall Arrest applications, the boom or aerial lift must
be rated for use in Fall Arrest, and a Leading Edge (LE) rated SRL must be used.

All Guardian equipment must always be used by trained personnel in accordance with the manufacturer’s
instructions provided with the equipment, with the exception of the conditions discussed above.

Thank you,

Stuart Moore

Product Communications Manager

For more information or with any additional questions, please contact our Customer Service Department:
800-466-6385
CS@guardianfall.com


